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For those ~ressure hunters who also fancy themselves amateur cryptanal~·sts, here ar::~~ 
the 'clues end· documentation you need to crack the SECRET CODE· T 0 VI RG u-J:::~~ 

-.$~ ~DDJLO(O)~. ffi3~UJJ[E ·iPtiOLOJ~ 
[ffi(Q)~J%~~~ By· A~. M~$~ei 

There is something In a treasure that fasrens upon a man~c mind. He "'ill curse ihe day he ever he:atd ~;.~~ 
He will see Jt every rime he c:Joses his ~tyes: H~t will ne\•et lotJet it unlil he Is dead. Ther~t Is no :orrin: aWol)' ;:::.::1~ 
·,treasure that on::e fastens upon your mind. • -Conrad's Nost~!f:r~ 

''Look here!" The mo.n:s hand wu.shaking ns ht; held the piece of rock. ;::-.=.=: 
"\Vhat. is it, Buckskin?" his frier.d"asked. . ~~}~ 
"\\' Gll, I dGn't know fQ~ sure, but it lo-:)~:S like it might be gold." :.~:.-~~~-::':" 
·~Gold?" His friend's mouth opened y;ide ... WheTe'd it come {rom?" ......... .. 
''Right here, in this'little.place." 8\:cltskin picked up a dead branch and polcad :~.t a cleft in the :::::::::·~ 

rocks. "I wps gc:ttin' some !irewcod ~nd sal\' somethin' shini.,' here ••• say, there's anotbe: one!'"r.",;;;;;;.:~ 
stic.k.hcd turned O\'er a f'iCC:e of. Q\:::lrtz.: it.'s underside ~·as a shinr. yeJlO'\\'. Bud:skin picked it up~{{:;;;;~~~ 

•..• -' .J • ... • , ' • ,. ,.. •• .... • • ,, .. ' .• • ., . • • • •. • ..... 
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Tht smnU .:roup of men lollins obout the ravine 

.. encnz:opment crov1dcd aroiind the two men. The 
qur..z pieces were pnssed amon£ them. Yes, it w:s.s 
gold. 
· Ten&io:a. mow:ated os the men bepn furiously 'prod· 
ding at the hillside. 

"Hey: wait a minute!" Bucksldn shouted ... Don't 
you m~ t.hmk somebody oua~ta 10 back to Smta 
Fe to fetch ole Tctz:n and the res~1" 

• 0 -

The men looked at each other. ·some of us la"e? . 
Now? Finally, reluctantly, two of them sa.ddled their 
horse:F for tbe 2oO-mile trip • .A. they mounted, tbey 
.were told to bring back supplies for an indefinite 
sta,.. ' · 

Behinclthem, as they rode away, a b¥Dch of highly 
e:Clt!d men b~ di;ging furiously emcmg the 
roc.ks ••• 

So base.n the arn~2.ing tale of the Beale- treasure 
code:s. The tale hu the· tv.·o necessuy i."\1redient.s 
to mohe it one of tlle cl:1ssics: a l~bulot:s lost re11~e 
of.t;old and snver, t.nd jewels; Glld a doet:mcmt that 
leads the hunter to tho burial p-ound. In additicm, 
it h:.s an intriguing fes.ture 'th:lt most othc:- lost tr~· 
sure stories don't. ha,•e-tbe .opr,o:tunity ror anyo:a.c 
to 'bteome a treuure hunter rizht. in hi$ own Zit.•in(/ 
roOm. T'nis is possible be=ause the treuurQ do:u· 
ma."lt is not a map bgt:B"E~ret code t.b.ct on"yone can 
by. to· unravel. . · · . . . 

We turn now to Rob~-t ]..,foniss, & hotelman in 
~L)'Dchburg, Va:, in the mly 19th century. Morriss 
oper&ted the plush Franltlin Hotel, the larse.~ in 
the city. Among his many friencls, was .T~mes B. 
Ward of Campbell County, Va. 

One a.ftc.-noon in 1862, the second· year of the 
Civil Wu, Morriss invited \Vard to his hotel office. 
'When both wen eomfortabl)' aetad, Mo:-rlss pour· 
ed a drink for Ward, Ulen he leaned forward and 
besz.n to tell a most i.ttcredible story: • 

"'Jim, you're he:e for a specific purpose, so with· 

• 
• l'o. I • 

·~~.,,,. ,. ,,: ••· ,:. n- ,,_,,~, • •r· ... ,,. m· ,. ,,. ,,. 
.,..,,, ... , .. I'C• ••• ,,. It• ,,. , •• l••· ,,. tl• lUI• I• ,, • ,.~, 
.,.,, • '"' ,, • ,,.,. t.;t. ,., • 1:• ...... ,, •• ,,~. ,.,. ~, • .,.,, • ,,, 
ltJ• J:••:•• lfll•llt• t.,•Jt•• II• Ill • l•r• 'U• llt•ft• II• II 
''' • au • "'. I• ••• ,,. \II• '''. '81•&.1• r••· ,,,. Jl•• ,,.n, 
In • It• 111 • ,,. ,.. "''. ~t· •tr• II• tt• • lr• t•• Ju • till• .,, t•• • 111• t: • tu • II•• It'• ,,. II•• ll1• ••• II• •••• J•• II• I •• l•t 

f,: ~; !',~'!'.~.~·~: :~ ;.!';~~·t;,."f;;.~!~.: ;;,:::: ::: ;,!·~~.'~~:,.!" 
U• .,. t:•• 1: • lA• "•Itt• fll• "• ... lilt• '"• , ... ,.,. Ut• ,... JM• .,.,.... ,..,,, 
'"·n· u• • I I• In • Ill• II"•"''• ~ .. 'U•U•I••••· 1q• 11•1•• ,,. .,,. •·,.. • ••cr.a 
•• l''t• h.i• r.t•111eU•IU• :J • I••.,.I•R•• J•t• II •ft• _..., •• 'tl• hi• 11• tel• "' 1 
,,. , • lth , ••• ,, • ,,,. ...... J:• '" .,,. ,. ...... ':ll• u .. ,,,.,.1, ....... ,.,.. ,, 
r.:•:~ • ll• ri•I)I••Ut•l••• I~• , .,,•111• Ill• Ill• ~•If • St•• •••••ll l• II• II• Ill 
1!:• :rt••hh : .......... , ... ,,. ·~· ,, .. ,. ,,,. ,..,. ,, . ,, ..... :1 .. ••• ,,...,, 
Ul•lU• U•II•IJI• \V• ''' • I•• :\• I•• I t t• Sl •••t• ,. •• -:. ,..,_. l e•l •lt•••':l••• 
J_,• \ ._•l'e• ,.:• hlh"f•:telfl• M• I hfl••an•••••• ltl'•,.• l•li•Z'f• II•• • ••• I•C 
Ul'~l• J•c .:•••Itt• ti•'I•,I•»•NI• II• )M 1•.•• l.tl• :R •JI••Je•l•• /1•,_. • ••& .: ..... ,.,. ........ ,u .... •.. , ••.••.•• , . .,.,, ....... I• flit• I:· I•• ,, •• .,. ,, • ., •• fl 
.:·••· :c·•••·••·~·l• .. ,,. •·· :.J• .:.:::. , ... , ,..,, ... J•·••· tl• t•·.,.•'•: l•h "' '.,,, ... , •. ,,., • .,,.1,. , .. ,, •. ,.. ,.,..,, •. :u.;,.,.,.,~·l••t•••l•• '"I•• ,., 
,.,. ,,. u•••·',. .,,.,. •• u. :. •l•l•ltt· ,, .. . ,,,,. ••• ~:· •: •tl•t•lt••••ll•"" • ., 
II•,.• I,• tll•l:l•thlt- II• Ill• "V• t••t\•ltt• !"• ,,.,.. tt1•lt• .,•lt• lh-•lflf•l• 
~·::1• -..,.:. I•• I II• ,,, .. ,., •ll•ll•l'•'t•li•l-Cl• ::••ttl•'., • I tt• fll ••tt••l '' 
,.. \t • :., • ., .. t.• , .. . .,, •• .,,,. J:l• ,.,.,,,. :•a• In••:• : • • , ... :tu •: 1••111•1 
~«~• a · ,._..ut .,.. ,,. U• :••· st• ,. .. t . ~· n· •·· ::•· U•• ,,.. ; ... • · ••· , •• 
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o~t. bcat!:lQt ArOund the bush, I'll expl~in. I'm get· 
tb;: pre:.ty old-84 to b~ exact-so it's hiah time I 
tumed this thing over to somebody else." He point· 

· ;.,. to a sheef of papers on his desk ... And with t.his 
wa.r gob: ou m our frcnt yards, you never -know 
wbat mi:ht happen the ne:t minute.': 

\V ard started to interrupt but Morriss -continuEd. 
. "There are seve..-al:rusons why l'\•e selected you for 
tbe trust I'm ebout to cive·mends)Up for you ~md 

. your family, the fact that you're· fairly young and in 
· circu=sts.ncas tba.t will allow leisure time, and the 

utmost confidence th!lt you'll e&.r2'3' o~t my wishes. 
'\·ou must spend cs much time as practie~tble on the 
papa.-. I"m c.bout to give you, and if possibla. master 
their cc::1tents. Fincll3•, if you're successful in finding 
the ~euure. )"OU'll keop half of my share as pay for 
)'our se."'\ric:a, tbcn distribute the other half to my· 
relatives. The reat you will bold in trust for a.tay 
clai=ants that mizht later appear and be able to 
]:12"0'\'C their cl~ims~ If this amount is still unclaimed 
&lt.e: 20 yE::L.-s, it will reve.-t to you." -

\\·ard was pu::tled, but since there v,.as nothing 
obje:t!::lable in a:oy of it, be readily agreed. He 
nodded at the p~pc:s on Morriss's desk. "And cll 
~~bb~~~r \ 

".Yes, .. answered Morriss, '"but it's qwte a ctcry, 
so let's sta.:"t at the ~""'lg." He pou:rc.-d another 
c5ril'lk, then pro.;eeded: 

''It -n::lS in .T=uary, 1820, when I was r\.mning the 
Wash!:;tou HoUsl, tb&t 1 fu:st m&t Thomas Jeffe:· 
son Beale. He came to the hotel with t;-.-o other mm 
and stnted. his btction of remaining for the winter. 
The g~tlemel? with him, ~ow ever. left in a few days 
for PJcbmond. · 

"Beale was ove:r six feet tall, v.itb jet b~clt eyes 
cd hsi:. He JO:P»e:u"ed to be 1musually strong. His 
most distmguisbms featuie was a da:rk, swarthy 
COZ:Ci)l=:iOZl. 

"'He said he was from "irginia, the western put 
of the £tate, I thought. He never refe."Ted to his fam· 
ily or ances~rs. nor did I question hi:c:l cancemi.'lg 

them. I':l\•ould ha\'e hnd I dreuoed of tha fut1.1re in· 
tcreGt tbat v.·ould surround his nome. 

"At tbe end of February, Bale left with the sa.me 
frie:ou:ls wbo had co:ne earlier. I then hef.:~.rd not.hi..""'lS 

·from him until Ja.nuary 1822, when he CBe.in came to 
the hotel. His comple.""jon seemed darker e.nd swarth· 
ie:- than ever. 

"In the spri:lg, he left a.,.~. But, before doing so, 
be banded"me a box lVhicb, he said, cont:Uned import
cnt papers. He .wanted me.to care for them until 
the)" were czlled for. I kci»t them, hivfn: no idea oC 
thai; t;rue importance Wltll his lettu arrived. This 
letter 1 have carefully preserved." Morriss handed. it 
to Wa:d. . 

.The Jetter ~as dated "St. Louis, Mo., May 9, 1822." 
In it ·!Seale said that c.fter a lO.d:ay stay there, he 
would be of£ to the western plams to hu.'lt. buffalo 
ed ;rlzzly bears. In rega.rd to ·the b~x. Bsnle re
minded Morriss tha.t it should be ear6fully cunrdcd. 
~o. B~e. repeated (Continuad on pore SO) 

Me~ shoL."S the Blue Ridge Mountain area whert bonanza li~r 
. b:.:rud. The Hart brothers had to cross t.he Peaks of tile 

Otter and proceed /our mil~s to Goose Creek. (A rrowsJ . ,, ... ~ .. 1.~ \ ::--.. ,·--- '--"', • ' \ \.. ---···" "t·~''· ·. ..... ...... 
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•d' .\'Q. J. Crack· 
:it means c!.is
veri"' the ucct · 
:atil:m of tM 1 • 
~al•lr~csuri. : 
-:~r~ ar~ t~ro otr.er · . · 
-d~s. DM o(:z.·hich 

Although Code 2-listing th·e amo.unt 
that Thomas Jefferson Beale buried in 
Bedford County, ··about four miles 

~s c!,.cac)f t11n 
~~"tJt•tl~d. It z'ttrr.izcJ 
•I=?Jul.Dus C.'"n.Dunt 
·,u~·rr, &old, end 
>t~Lf • . 

.from Bufords"-has been .d·eci_phered, 
no ·one has been able to crack Code 1 
~hi-chis the.l<ey to $13,000 in jewels, 
5, 100 pQunds of silver· and 2, 921 .... 
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