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Fighter air/ground communications related to the incident indicated

that the weather in the area was good for flying; the cloud cover was
. .' 1

reported as "from two to three tenths. ,. No attempt was made to warn

the 9-!3f5 or to force it do:wn intact.

On 12 September 1958, in reply to the State Department's note, the
I.

Soviet Foreign Ministry told the U. S., t:tllit.1t:m tSSpg-;r="'o,- that a

missing U. S. Air Force transport plane had crashed in Soviet Ar..:.

menia, killing six of iJs crew. The State Department, announcing
no

this, further stated that Moscow had provided,Jnformation on the
1\

el~:ven other members ~i the crew. It said that instructi0slllhad been

sent to the U. S. EmbasSy in 'MOscow to press the Soviet Government

on an "urg~nt basis" to locate and return the eleven menl1 bers of

the crew on whom no report had been made.

Implicit in the State Department's statement was the charge

that Soviet fighters shot the plane down; September :2. The statement

said Soviet fighterAi planes had intercept ed an aircraft id entified as a

. C-13.0 in the area of the Turkish-Soviet border near the city of Kars.

The course of the C-13£l was directed ec>.stward under the control

of Soviet aircraft, the State Department said. Following this a sound

of an ~xplosionwas heard and a column of smoke was seen rising from
2

behind a range of hills within Soviet territory.

The Soviet version of the incident as reported by the State De

partment, was that the plane had penetrated lor a significant distance into

SovieL.?irspace and had fal~en within Soviet territory and had thus in

tentionaliy violated the Soviet border.
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Fo llowin~ is the te.-:t of the State Department's statement,

issued 12 September 1958, on the crash of aU. S. plane in SOY'iet

Ar.rnenia:· .-: ..

On September 6, 1958, the U. S. Government in a note to the
Soviet Government requested any available information concerning an
unarmed United States Air Force CC-13D transport plane , carry~ng
a crew of seventeen men, which had disappeared September 2, 1958,
during a flight within Turkey from Adana to Trabzond (Trebizond)
to Van and back to Adana.

The Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed the American
Embassy at Moscow today that the remenants of a destroyed and
burned airplane had been found at a point fifty-five kilometers
northwest of Yerevan, the capital of the Armenian Socialist Re
public, and that judging by r ernains discover ed ther e it may be
assumed that sLx of the members of the crew perished. 1

The Char~e d' Affair es of the U. S., at Moscow, Richard H.

Davis, pressed the :Ministry for information about the eleven men unaccoun

ted for. The Ministry did not provide further inforffiation on this point. The

Charge requested that a· further search for the missing men be made, that

an Embassy officer or other United States official be allowed to visit the

site of the crash and that arrangements be ffizde to transfer to the United
\ . . "( .

States authorities the remains of the six cew members.
"

~'_ ..;--T~ve~~gation conduc~e~:-bYthe'~i~ Force h E~rope e.lic~ted ",

information to' the effect that.an aircrait identified as a C-13D was.. mter-
; \\, \ ..\....•. -' .. " ---/ .

··Cepted at about 2';·f.W,--P: M., on September 2, by fight~r planes in the.
~' \ \.. /..--'..." "-'- "" ..-------'< -', . :
. area of the'\,J'urkish":Soviet border nea~ Kars.'.~:The c'Ourse,of the C-13~~',-../
~ "'- '" ",-_. ..' . "\... "",. ~.-'- '-.

was then directe~ eastward. under'~W/ control of t,J.e Soviet a~rcraft. Fol-
,. \ ." ..----_. '" '" ", /'" "" ;

.~Win~ this, the soumd of an explosion was heard and a .column of smoke was.. '( "i
~e_~!l ris~~~ from behind a ran~e of hills within the Soviet t~rritory~ .___.._.f

1
New'York Tir.Jes, 13 ·Sep 1953.
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The investigati~nconducted by the U. S. Air Force in Europe

elicited information that an aircraft identified as a C-13f1 was inter

cepted about 2:~ P. M., on 2 September by fighter aircraft in the
, .

T~kish:Soviet border near Kars. The course of the C-13~ was then

diverted eastward under control of the Soviet aircrait. Following

this., the sound of an explosiin was heard, and a co'lumn of smoke was

s-een risin~ from beh..j.nt a range of hills within Soviet territory.

Instructions were sent to the American Embassy at Moscow to

press the Soviet Government on an "urgent basis" to locate and return
. . 1

the eleven members of the crew not accounted ior.

In a second note to Washington, September 18, the Soviet Govern

ment repeated its earlier report that it found sLx crew members dead

aboard the plane. Responding- to aU. S. demand for information

about the eleven other men on the plane 1 the note insisted that the

Soviet Governmer.t· knew nothing about them. The note said that the

bodies of the six would be returned to the U. S. But did not say when

and did not identify any oi the d,..ead. The Stale Department had no carn

ment' on the note and would not publish the te,;..,i.

The Soviet Government acknowledged findin~ th::; wreckage and the
. ! .

six bodies --'ten days after the crash.

After the first incident 1 the Moscow Government char~ed -- as it

did this time -- that the plane was a deliberate intruder.

_ On Sunday, September 21, the U. S. Government appealed to the

Soviet Government on humanitarian ~ounds for some information about

I .. -
New Ygrk Times, 13 Sep 1958.
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It



DOClD:, 3901038
,.-....

/Ir., .,;) J"--

Last Saturday, the United States asked the Soviet Union and Iran
, ~

to help i~ ,the search for the plane.

Lastni~htWashington disclosed that its own investigation had
wW

turned up witnesses who said that they saw the plane being escorted

·eastwar.d from the Soviet-Turkish frontier near Kars by Soviet fighters

at about 2:0"~' P. M.-, September 2. The witnesses heard ~n'. explositn

and saw a column of smoke from behind a ran,e.of hills in Soviet terri-

tory.

Presumably these details also were At#..,1¢~~// contained in today's

note. Moscow placed the crash $Cene at about thirty-five miles northwest

of Erevan, the capit'al of SovietArrnenia. This imprecise location could be

close to the frontier.

1
New Y:9rk Times, 14 Sep 1958.

'.-



D·OCID:. 3901038

The SOvIet Government, in jts first note, avoided all men-

tion of the.:~th~r crew members and finally deni'ed knowing anything

about- th~m,-:

Throughout the correspondence, Moscow maintained that the
- '" '

'plane had deliberated~~iol:ated Soviet air space and that therefore the

U. S. bore full re.sponsibility for consequences of the incident. The

Soviet Union also rejected as "provocatory" a'Stae Department sugges-

tion that the ~ighters had shot the plane down.

In its latest note, delivered to ambassador Lewellyn S.

Thompson, Jr., '-:.:.. , Moscow said even more st rongly that

. it felt no .responsibility for the fate of the plane or of its crew, and

and ended by saying, "We. recommend asking those who gave the order

to the U. S. plane to violate the border of the Soviet Union and to invade

its airspace". 1
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At th e PreSIdent's (Eisenhower's) press co nference, No vember 5,

1958, Mr. Warren W. Unna, Washington Post, asked the ~uestion, "about

a 'month at9'one of our planes went down in Soviet Armenia. The Russians

. haTe ~etur~!1ed six Lodies, eleven are still unaccounted for. \Vhat are we

doing to clear up tills picture? liThe PresIdent answered, "WeB, al1 you can

do with a ,oyernment such as the Soviet's. You proteSt, JOu request more
1

information. So far, if has not been forthcomin:. "

-,. Specuratio~ as to the fate o{the .missm,:·air~en-ran~id wid~. On.;:Tikw
",--. ,.~ ,....,. \ . , \ ( \ ' , • / ' I ',. irr--,. \ '.,' ,-... .........". 1 ' \!!! i /i : .... /

was\that tp~ me~ had ~een. take?·prl~~! by l,ocal, cit\izens'~d' the. S<?.viet
"-" \ \ ) \.) \,.:) ~ '-. -') "'--'---J-' -----'

. Union dicl...no!~nt<t.~aclm)wl}Vd:e it. _.--

Speculation~ as to the fate of the missing airlT.en ranged
{~

wide. Cne view was that the men were taken prison~1by local authori-

ties . .lrtloth2r was that they may have been harmed by local citizens...., ,

aI"..dthe Soviet Union did not want to acknowledge.-!.~s.....<
(~:;'~;~Cl;;;g-~f-~~-~~~~~rs~~~~;~ed in a similar incid ent

" 11 '.',
was recalled~A/nother theory, not widely held, wa.s that the eleven had

oi

managed to escape Soviet authorities and would make their way out of

the country. The plane crashed about twenty miles from the Turkish,

border. Few persons bzlieved that the 1'.:;'oscow Government had impris-
1 3 ' .

oned the men. .

In their ceaseless vigil against possible attaclk, military air

craft have flown "a\vfully close" to th~ Soviet Union' s..territorial waters

in the Pacific and elshwhere, official sources conce.ded .

1
Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, Dwight D. Eisenhower,

Jan 1 - Dec '3.1, 1:;58. Putlished by the Oifice of the Federal Regis~er, natlOnal
ArchIves ana Records Services AaministratlOn ( U. S. Prmtin~ Cfiice, 1'd59).

2. The Kcw York Ti!'l;2S .. ·
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It is seldom that NSA shows its hand to the extent that it dId in releasm,

the translatIon of the SovIet fi:hter's conTersahons, proTin, beyona dOUbt
. I '.

that the C-l:5}1 (Hercules) was shot down. It i.S a claSSIC e.\.ample of how

SIGINT plajed a role in deCISIon malan:- at the hi:hest leTel::

A day or "So·after the shoot down, the NatIonal'Securlty Councll

-and·the PreSIdent were infor-med of the fact that the TOlces of the puots

haa ·been intercepted and recorCleet and that there w'as eTidence of meacomn:

to decoy the HerCUles across the Turkish-Armenian border. The PreSIdent

called a rneetin: of the Security CouncIl to llsten to the tapes of the pilots'

conversation. The recoraed traffic was so incriminatlOn: a:aInst the SOVlets

that the PreSIdent aecIded the sltuatlOn warranted theIr release to the Statl::

(kpa:rtl~lit for l..tl'Lhe.l· C:.CLlon. The Secretary of Sta;te called in the U. N.

Ambassador to h·.=ar th~ rEcoruu:~ o;-the VOiC=5 and to t= tn·:;fl·=d OE 'what to

say aLl] ".'hdt 1::01 Iu Eay Whd. pre~ ;r.tl!-:~ th:; r :<:ur,.iir.~s as evidence bef~re

-.
the U. N. The Ambassadoe ret1.1rr.ed to'!,ew York WIth the ta;>2s. The

Soyiet delagE:\.~ at the U. N. w~re caught 'flat-~N\tej", but th~ Mascol...·


