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CRYPTOLOGIC ALMANAC
The Oeath of Dr . Euge ne Fubi o i

(U) Last week's ne ws paper s r eported the death of Eugene G~ Fubini , who
passed away on 5 Augus t . Dr. Fubini , 84, was a physicist and Defense
Department official who played an important part in U.S. national
securit y a ffai rs and NSA operat i on s i n particular.

(U) Dr. Fubini was born i n Italy , but came t o the united St a t e s 1n
1939, when his father, a professor of mathemat i c a , received an
appoi ntment to t he Institute for Advanced Study i n Princeton, N.J.
Be took his doctorate in physi cs , with an i nterest i n
microwave t e chnology .

(U) Duri ng World Wa r I I , he he l ped de ve l op new technol ogy a nd set
up operati ons f or jamming enemy radar. He worked f irst at t he
Harvard University Radio Re s ea r ch Laboratory, then as a co nsul tant
to the U.S . Army and Navy i n the Europea n Theater . Be helped
establish techniques which j ammed Axi s radar systems during the
Allied invasions o f Italy and southern France; later, he worke d
with the Eighth Air Force t o frustrate Axis radar during bombing
operations .

(U) In 1961, Or. Fubini joined the Offic e o f Defense Research and
Engineering. Pres ident John F . Ke nnedy, in June 1963, appointed
him assistant secretary of defense, with responsibility f or
research and development. Among his dut i e s , as the New York Timss_
remarked, was ·overseeing the National Security Agency, the
ultra-secret organization with the missions of devising and
breaking codes and operating an electron ic espionage network.·

115 C8~ The Pentagon under the Kennedy administration, with its
emphasis on ·more bang for the bUCk, · paid closer attention to
cryptologic programs, forcing NSA, among others, to justify
programs more stringently than had the previous administration.
Or . rubini, with his scientific and ope r a t i ona l background,
required NSA officials to defend their budget or R&D requests i n
greater detail, leading to leaner budget s and hard feelings that
the pentagon was micromanaging the Agency. In one early instance,
Dr. Fubini directed a study o f theater-level processing, which
resulted in the co nsolidat ion of processing cent e r s in Germany .
Dr . Fubini also chaired a high-level committee which sorted out
NSA's role in pro cessing the take from the various satellite
collection programs.

(U) Among hi s other duties, Dr . Fubini s erved as chairman of the
U. S . Communications Secur i ty Board .
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(U) Bis role in cost-cutting and overseeing sensitive programs led
Dr. Fubini into conflict with many of the defense and intelligence

DOCID :,of!!ll1ill(;jRt::'!]l,e day, . i ncl uding NSA's then director, .Marshall
. CA~p.r , ~'br < Fub~n~ obseIved upon h1S retirement 1n 1965, -I

# have become a controversial character.~ After leaving the
pentagon, he ro se t o become a group vice president at IBM, and
l at e r worked as a private engineering consul t ant .

(U) In 1996, Secretary of De f ens e Will iam Perry established a n award
named f o r Dr . Fubini for distinguished ser vice i n t he De partment . Its
first recipient was Dr . Eugene G. Fubini .

[David A. Hatch, Center f or Cryptologic History. 972-2895s,
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