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CU) CRYPTOLOGIC ALMANAC: 50TH ANNIVERSARY SERIES

CU) An Extra Degree of protection: NSA'S K-9 Employees

CU) In the long history of security at NSA, there have been many accounts of
the accomplishments of the dedicated men and women who, in many ways,
protect the NSA workforce and the physical plant. In recent years-probably
too recent for there to be an extensive "history"-a new chapter has been
added to the security story.

******** *******************

CU/~ Imagine this: You are chauffeured daily to work in your own
specially equipped vehicle by your best buddy and work a seven-hour day with
breaks every half hour. You receive manicures and pedicures and always have
perfect hair. Someone brings food once or twice a day, draws a bath or
starts a shower, maintains your special vehicle and your private space. And
you receive a reward for every good deed.

CU/~) If thi s sounds 1i ke the perfect jOb,~'. . many respect:~ Lbut ",.
it is an actual job. This is the story of the uzzy~fbUf:'legged / ( b ) (3) - P . L . 86-3 6
emp1oyees of the Nati ona1 Securi ty Aqency al)d t et r ~wo-1egw:!dpattne rs:that
take such good care of them because the i r I'i ves are 1lJ .the 'paws" of the f
dogs every day. . .,/ f

-------- . / :

CuiI~ Co-located on Peri meter Road with vi si tor center 2, the 1(:::9
kennels opened in April 2Q02a16ng with the visitor control and the vehiete
cargo Inspecti on Facility CV . ..
i:::e:t: cargo; the VCIF hasI I·if/they are "sni ffe. T e enne aci I i ty has kennel s wi th

~aci~itil~o~~di ~~~~~~n~n~agl~' f~rf~h~ d~~~, f~~dd~~~w:~dfac1.· 1.·.;~1.:!.. :.;:~;~;~'.~~.~. ,, ' '' '' ,... (b) (3 ) _ P. L. 8 6-36
uni versa1 gym W1 th free weights for the handl ers . . .. ;;

~~~:~a~~~~rr~~·~h.~~Q~rFr~~~~~~r:lriij ir~~~~;~i£~ri~~:d~~~S~~i~s
consist mostl 0 which are hearty,
~wb~li~~~JD::::::::=::I::Elli::::::z:EZiZiiqm![========~)ndpurcha~e:t1 from "" .. _

er pt c sa.partnerand goes (b) (3) P . L .
L".,~r~0=:-:u":":~o;"I:;""-;e::-::x~e:-::n:-::s:-::1":"'v~e~t~r~a-::"1'::::n-::"l=n=g:-:~:':~~::::::~: .. severarweeks of on- the- job
train1ng , and sixteen hours 0 man a ory raining per month. The monthly
training occurs at different of places so that the dog experiences a variety
of new surroundings. The K-9 teams partner with other agencies, police
departments, state of Maryland, and the military. A few of the handlers
have become certified trainers.

(U/~) This is a 24/7 operation, and the job is by no means easy to do
page 1

~pproved for Release byNSA on 04-14-2014, FOIA Case # 5991e

86-3 6



(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36

DqCID; 4110902

20020923.txt
or easy to get. One requirement is that the applicants have at least a year
of experi ence wi th the NSA pol i ce Force. Addi ti ona11 y, they must wri te an
essay explaining why they want this job. Interviews are conducted with
supervisors and peers to help determlne the apPlic~~:'S SlIj~a~ili~:iuf()ruthe
job. If selected, the prospective handlers gooffL_ _ Jto choose a (b) (3)-P.L. 86-36
dog, to b~ trained wit~ the dog, and to prepare to lve Wlt their choice
day and mght.NSA bUllds an outdoor kennel at each handler's home and
provides a specially equipped vehicle for transport. That's just the
beginning! The selectee is then responsible for the feeding, vet care, and
constant training and bonding with the dog to ensure that it responds to the
handler and will become the best working dog possible.

Cui/F0tt07 They are most defi ni tely working doqs , ~i.i.c~~iUlt~b.aJ:.,
have had their work cut out for them, inspectlng 86-36

per month. Not onl y NSA' s j ncp~m~i~nC9:....~d~E!~J~j~v:~~~rgjeis~s:~... t~..~~=~::~~:==:i7and the I .....'"'butFort Meade'
...atte.c.j:,i on ofuthecanineui nspector

not to mention sniffi

W 1 e L...- ....I

CU/fFQucU seeing the K-9
they perform has won the
t

86-36

1'"1/FQWQ) The riaas have S oj Hed e"e rllt hj no £ rom I

CU) The doqs go home wi th thei r handl ers at the end of an exhausti ng shi.ft .
to relax wlth their families. When it is time to retire Cthe dog that is),
it can live a life of ease with its handler. > " (b ) (3)-P.L. 86-36

Cui11"OUS,. Thi s may sound 1i ke a glamorouQn~~pectOf sfi!curitYl/but it
is a real and very rewarding job. These dogs provide an i l1valuableservice which has become more so since tlie eglnningof/the war/on terror.
Last year, the dogs were inspectingJ Ivehicles per month. This
year the numbers have easily double or trlpled, andl ldogs does not
seem nearly enough. However, rest assured that no loaded venicle will get
past our canine friends, who work so hard for so little reward.

CU) For more information, go to the K-9Home page on the NSAmWeh at:
I I

[Cl'/ftf\~~ 1...,..... 1Center f()r cryptologi c Hi story, 972-2895s,I ynsa]
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