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I (U) On December 11, 1941, Germany and Italy declared war on the Un1ted States. Th1s was 1n accord 
: w1th their agreements under the Tr1part1te Agreement of September 1940, which had mcluded Japan 
'1n their mutual military arrangements. 

(U) The U.S. had been 1n a per1od of cr1s1s w1th Germany ever smce the Umted Kmgdom and Germany 
went to war. There had been no d1rect clash between the two countries, however; th1s declaration was 
prompted by the fact that the U.S. and Japan were now at war. 

(U) There had been a COMINT hmt that th1s would occur. 

(U) In 1940 the U.S. Army's cryptolog1c orgamzat1on, the S1gnal Intelligence Serv1ce, had solved a 
Japanese machme-generated d1plomat1c c1pher_. Th1s was known to the Amer1cans as PURPLE. The Navy 
JOined 1n exploiting th1s system, and the two serv1ces alternated days 1n decrypting and d1str1butmg 
mtelllgence from 1t. 

(U) The Japanese ambassador 1n Berlin, Osh1ma H1rosh1, was also a lieutenant general 1n the army, and 
proved to be a lucrat1ve source of mformat1on about German m1l1tary matters. 

(U) On August 14, 1941, Ambassador Osh1ma reported meetmg a high-level contact who had been at 
German General Headquarters the prev1ous day. The contact reported that questions about the Un1ted 
States had ar1sen 1n the meetmg, and Adolph Hitler had sa1d that "1f a clash occurs by any chance 
between Japan and the Umted States, Germany Will at once open war agamst the United States." 
Osh1ma was sat1sf1ed that the quotation was genume. 

(U) Bntam's cryptolog1c orgamzat1on, the Government Code & Cypher School, sent Pr1me Mm1ster 
Wmston Churchill a copy of the decrypt w1th th1s quotation Churchill asked whether Pres1dent Fran kim 
Roosevelt had seen 1t; the head of Ml-6, Br1tam's Secret Intelligence Serv1ce, was able to confirm that 
FOR had mdeed been g1ven the decrypt. 

(U) The photograph shows Osh1ma meetmg Hitler. 

(U) Like to blog? Want to discuss h1stor1cal top1cs w1th mterested -- and mterestmg -- folks? V1s1t the 
Center for Cryptolog1c History's blog, H1storv Rocks ("go h1story rocks"). 

(U) Larger v1ew of ohoto 

(U) Have a quest1on or comment on "History Today"? Contact us at DL cch or cch@nsa. 
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