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(U) History Today- 10 July 2014 

Run Date: 07/10/2014 

(U) After a penod of slow advances over the Owen Stanley Mountams m New Gumea, m wh1ch U.S. and 
Australian forces made llm1ted gams at a cost of heavy casualties, the commander of the Southwest 
Pac1f1c Theater, General Douglas MacArthur, m mld-1944 launched a danng senes of amph1b1ous. 
landmgs behmd Japanese lmes to capture enemy bases on the north coast of New Gumea. 

(U) MacArthur was supported m·hls dec1s1ons by decrypts of Japanese commumcat1ons that revealed 
accurate data about enemy strength and deployments. As the battle was bemg fought, decrypts about 
movements of enemy remforcements forward allowed General George Kenney, MacArthur's a1r officer, 
to prevent them from mtervenmg m the battle. 

(U) The decrypts for plannmg were produced by Central Bureau (CB), a combmed U.S. and Australian 
cryptolog1c orgamzat1on. The commander of CB was Colonel Abraham Smkov, one of Wilham 
Friedman's anginal staff, now m umform. 

(U) As the struggle to control New Gumea contmued, CB consistently prov1ded high-quality COMINT to 
MacArthur and Kenney about the Japanese troop numbers, status, and supply s1tuat1on. Tact1cal 
mtercept also was v1tal to dec1s1on makmg. 

(U) A decrypt of a Japanese message sent on May 28 revealed Japanese plans for a counterattack on 
Amencan pos1t1ons m the coastal c1ty of A1tape. The Japanese 18th Army listed the supplies 1t needed for 
the attack and sa1d that they had to arnve at the port of Wewak by the end of June. A message of June 
20 sa1d that the attack was to begm about 10 July, w1th a strength of 20,000 Japanese troops. Th1s 
message also explamed the deployment of each enemy diVISion m the attack. 

(U) The attack happened as descnbed, but the Amencans were ready for 1t. The decrypt of an after­
action report from the Japanese commander showed that most Japanese artillery had been destroyed 
and a large number of troops lost. The supply s1tuat1on was d1re: the commander Illustrated th1s by 
saymg the men had made ten-days' rat1on of nee last twenty-f1ve days by eatmg 1t raw mstead of 
cookmg 1t. 

(U) The photograph shows Amencans landmg at A1tape. 

(U) Discuss h1stoncal top1cs w1th 1nterestmg folks. V1s1t the Center for Cryptolog1c History's blog, Htstory 
Rocks ("go history rocks"). 

(U) Larger v1ew of photo 

(U) Have a quest1on or comment on "H1story Today"? Contact us at DL cch or cch@nsa. 
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