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(U) The Netherlands had tts counterpart to Herbert Yardley, the ptoneer m U.S. cryptologtc htstory who 
became head of our ftrst Interdepartmental cryptologtc orgamzatton, the "Amencan Black Chamber " 

(U) Holland had tts counterpart m Henn Koot, the "godfather" of Dutch mthtary cryptology. Ltke 
ardley, he had a very mterestmg background, and was semmal to the evolutton of hts natton's 

cryptologtc orgamzatton mto what, over ttme, became an extenstve and Important enterpnse. 

(U) Koot was born on Bait m 1883, the son of a Dutch East Indtes colomal admtmstrator of European 
extractton and a Chmese mother. He always showed an aptttude for languages, and was fluent tn many 
of the tongues of modern-day Indonesta. Upon completmg secondary school, he was accepted mto the 
Royal Mthtary Academy. Graduatmg thtrd m hts class m 1904, Koot was commtsstoned mto the Dutch 
East Indtes mfantry. Thereafter followed a sertes of mtlttary posts and asstgnment as a ctvtl 
admmtstrator on var1ous tslands throughout the archtpelago. In 1911, he studted at the Htgher Mthtary 
Staff College at The Hague. 

(U) Wtth war loommg m 1914, the Dutch Army created a new organtzatton, Dtvtston IV of the General 
Staff (GS 4). It was tasked wtth carrytng out censorshtp, counter-mtelllgence, and cryptologtc acttvtttes. 
In recogmtton of hts talents, espectally m mathemattcs and analysts, Lteutenant Koot recetved a transfer 
to thts new umt upon tts creatton. Armed solely wtth a natural abtllty to solve complex puzzles, Koot 
sought to dectpher foretgn tntercepts as well as to tmprove Dutch commumcattons secunty. By war's 
end, hts sectton had grown to twelve offtcers, and he had recetved a merttor1ous promotton as well as 
the Medal of Honor from the Dutch queen for hts cryptologtc acttvtttes. In 1919 the ctpher dtvtston 
became an mdependent department (GS 3c), wtth Koot as tts head. 

(U) Wtthm a year's ttme, Koot was made chtef of a new Cryptographic Bureau, like the Black Chamber a 
centralized and mterdepartmental government agency that nommally fell under the purvtew of the 
Mmtstry of Foretgn Affatrs, although tt also recetved fundmg from the mthtary servtces. Hts orgamzatton 
dtd attempt to attack the ENIGMA, the encryptton devtce already tn use by the Germans, although Koot 
concluded -- perhaps too soon --that tt was unbreakable wtthout access to tts key. Koot also tramed an 
enttre generatton of Dutch cryptologtsts, espectally m the Army and Navy, m cryptography and 
esptonage. 

(U) The worldwtde economtc downturn htt every natton on Earth by the early 1930s. Unfortunately, and 
oddly stmtlar to the fate of Yardley's outftt, the Dutch government dectded that tt could save money by 
shuttmg down the CryptographiC Bureau; then-Major Koot was dtsmtssed, effecttve January 1, 1933. He 
went back to headtng the Army cryptologtc umt. But, unlike Yardley, Koot successfully rebounded. By 
1939 he was a full colonel, and notably had established a senes of llstenmg posts throughout the Dutch 
colon tal emptre. He also had developed a new code system for Dutch forces on the eve of the Nazt 
mvaston of the Low Countrtes m May 1940. 

(U) The Netherlands capttulated to the Germans before the end of the month. Dutch cryptologtc acttvtty 
ceas.ed, except for a few offtcers who managed to escape and were taken tnto Bntam's Government 
Code & Cypher School; also, one offtcer augmented the Stgnals Intelligence Servtce of the U.S. Army. 
Koot stayed m Holland durmg the occupatton, and soon after the Dutch surrender was arrested by the 
Germans. After a few months, he was released and rematned tn hts country, workmg under the 
ausptces of the Red Cross. 
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(U) Koot secretly used h1s pos1t1on to a1d the Resistance. When the true nature of h1s act1v1t1es was 
suspected, he was rearrested. Able agam to persuade h1s captors to release h1m, Koot soon thereafter 
was appomted as commander of Intenor Forces, a collection of Resistance and other m1htary elements 
operatmg under the Dutch government-m-ex1le. In Apnl 1945 he rece1ved temporary promotion to 
maJor general; th1s enabled h1m to negotiate the surrender of the German m1htary command m 
Holland, smce h1s German counterpart ms1sted on dealing only w1th an officer of equal rank. 

(U) After the war, he rece1ved a knighthood and the M1htary Order of Wilham. Additionally, he was 
offered the leadership post of the newly created Bureau Nationale Veilighe1d ("Bureau of National 
Security" m English, abbreviated BNV), a remv1gorated secunty serv1ce. He turned down the 
opportunity but remamed m m1htary serv1ce until 1947. Koot, one of the greats of cryptology, albeit 
little known outside of h1s homeland, d1ed a little over a decade later. 

(U) Larger v1ew of photo 

(U) Have a question or comment on "History Today"? Contact us at DL cch or cch@nsa. 
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