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ICU) In the spnng of 1975, as the South VIetnamese military crumbled under North VIetnamese attacks, 
Ia relative handful of NSA employees m Sa1gon contmued to prov1de SIGINT support to the Amencans 
:still m country, mostly m the U.S. embassy. 

(U) The personnel got reservations on the earliest flights possible to send their families out of the 
country. They themselves, however, stayed on as long as possible and resisted suggestions that they 

1
depart. More than once the semor NSA off1c1al had to 1ssue a blunt order to a subordmate to leave the 
.country. 

I(U) Four NSA personnel were still workmg m country when mtercept m Apnl made 1t clear that the fmal 
North VIetnamese assault on Sa1gon was 1mmment. The mformat1on showed that the attack would begm 
1n the area of Tan Son Nhut a1rbase -- where the NSA personnel were located -- although the t1mmg was, 
uncertam because leaders of the Commumst forces were themselves not sure how soon they could be m 
pos1t1on to commence. · 

(U) The semor NSA person was astounded to fmd that th1s SIGINT warnmg was not bemg accepted m 
the U.S. embassy. Semor people there believed that the enemy was engagmg m commun1cat1ons 
deception to mt1m1date the South VIetnamese. 

(U) The attack began at Tan Son Nhut w1th an aenal bombardment on Apnl 28, followed by artillery. 

(U) The last group of NSA personnel was evacuated by helicopter to a U.S. sh1p on Apnl 29. They found 
that only a few of their South VIetnamese colleagues escaped; most were left behmd. 

(U) The semor NSAer from Sa1gon recalled, " ... It IS clear that there was much about the endmg that left 
bitterness m our mouths. But when I look back, I'm glad I was there for the end. As long as I live, I w111 
ever be grateful and Immoderately proud of the NSA people who were there, domg the best they could 
because 1t was worth domg." 

(U) D1scuss h1stor1cal top1cs w1th mterestmg folks. VIS!t the Center for Cryptolog1c History's blog, H1storv 
Rocks ("go history rocks"). -

(U) Larger v1ew of ohoto 

_(U) Have a question or comment on "H1story Today"? Contact us at DL cch or cch@nsa. 
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