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Run Date: 10/07/2008 

(U) An unusual legal dec1s1on regardmg matenals related to the 
Rosenberg case has revealed that a maJor f1gure m the case passed away 
last spnng, and has added fuel to controversies that have been burnmg 
for over half a century. 

(U) In June of th1s year, a federal court-- respondmg to a lawsu1t by 
academic h1stonans --agreed to unseal port1ons of the grand Jury 
test1mony that led to the 1950 tnal of Jul1us and Ethel Rosenberg. The 
Rosenbergs were convicted of conspiracy to comm1t espionage and were 
executed m the electnc cha1r m Smg Smg pnson m June 1953. 
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(U) The federal court agreed to unseal only the testimony of those Witnesses who were deceased or 
who had agreed to the release. Among those listed was Ruth Greenglass; it was later confirmed that 
she had died on Apnl 7 at age 84. 

(U) Dav1d Greenglass, Ethel Rosenberg's brother, and David's w1fe Ruth provided court test1mony that 
was cruc1al m the case agamst the Rosenbergs. David himself admitted passmg mformat1on about the 
atom1c bomb to the Sov1ets (he had been a machm1st on the WWII Manhattan ProJect at Los Alamos, 
New Mex1co). Ruth test1f1ed at the tnal that she saw Ethel Rosenberg typmg up notes taken by Jul1us 
about the bomb proJect. 

(U) The grand Jury testimony m the case, released m early September, shows maJor differences 
between what Ruth told the grand Jury and what she sa1d m open court. Combmmg th1s w1th some 
recent statements by a surv1vmg member of the prosecution team m the Rosenberg case, the New York 
Times concluded that Ruth Greenglass was coached m her test1mony and lied on the stand to help 
conv1ct Ethel Rosenberg. 

(U) In exchange for the1r test1mony, Ruth Greenglass was not prosecuted, and Dav1d rece1ved only a 
f1fteen-year sentence. 

(U) Through ProJect VENONA, the explo1tat1on of encrypted Sov1et espionage cables, the government 
knew that the Rosenbergs and both Greenglasses were gu1lty of passmg secret mformat1on to Sov1et 
contacts. However, the existence of VENONA was class1f1ed top secret and could not be made public, 
even 1n a tnal. 

(U) In VENONA, Ruth was known by the codename WASP. Sov1et off1cers who dealt w1th her reported 
that she had been recommended to run a "safe house," where secret meetmgs could be held. She also 
w1llmgly asked her husband to g1ve the Sov1ets class1f1ed data about the atom1c bomb, and she traveled 
to New Mex1co to help gather 1t. 

(U) As of th1s wntmg, David Greenglass surv1ves her and IS l1vmg under an assumed name. 

(U) The Center for Cryptolog1c History has published an mtroduct1on to VENONA; you can read 1t onlme, 
or order a hardcopy vers1on. 
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(U) L1ke to blog? Want to d1scuss h1stoncal top1cs w1th mterested -- and mterestmg -- folks? V1s1t the 
Center for Cryptolog1c History's new blog, "History Rocks." It does, and you can rock w1th 1t: v1s1t our 
new s1te (go h1story rocks) 

(U) Larger v1ew of photo 

(U) Go to the Agency w1k1 to fmd "History Today" features for last week. 

(U) VISit the CCH web Site. 

(U) Have a question or comment on "History Today"? Contact us at DL cch or cch@nsa. 
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