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.mINT RE:FtEC'l'IONS OF NOR'1'R KOREAN CAPl'URE OF USS PUEBLO

• F I

DITIAL SIGINT INDICATIONS OF ANY HOOTILE INTENT 1'QlARD THE USB PUEBLO

cx:cimED ON NORTR KOREAN NAVY (NKN) SHIP TO SHIP AND SHIP TO SHORE COMMUNICATIONS

DORING THE PERIOD 23ft131S-'323Z WHICH INDICATED TRAT A 10 SUBMARINE CHASER (34)

AND A NKN TORf'El)O BOAT (11) WERE APPROACHING A "3fHIJ-TON AMERICAN VESSEL NAMED

EAR-l (PROaAl3LE CORRUPTION OF GER-II) WICH IS USED FOR RADAR OPERATIONS AND

W'BICB IS Nor ARMED". AT 23'335Z CCHMfICATIONS BB'IWEEN KUICCHIBOO RADAR
B

STATION C38-42N 128-17E) .AND AN UNIDENTIFIED PATBOL CRAFT STATED THAT NICN

It1BMA.RINE CHASER 34 HAD CAPl'URED THE U.6. vmSEL AND IT WAS BEIm ESCORTED

BACK TCWARD WO'NSAN. AT 2384S5Z SUBMARINE CHASER 34 REPORTED TO KUKCHIBONG

RADAR STATION THAT SBE WAS GOING TO USE A SMALL BOAT AKD GO ABOARD THE

AM2RICAN ViSSEL, "SILENCE THE VESSEL'S COMMUNICATIONS", AND Tal THE U.s.

vmSIL INTO WOllmAN HARBeR.

lJURIl'l} TO PERIOD 23,4(66.. '61' THE NORm KOREAN AIR FORCE (NKAF) AND

AIR DJ!'lb'ENSE CCMtroNICATIOIm INDICATED THAT AT LEAST EIGJrr NKAF 2ND DIVISION

MIG-17 1S WERE CONDOOTIr«J DEFENSIVE PATROLS OVER THE AREA WHERE THE USS

POEBLO WAS CAPTURED. BE'lWEEN 23842220 AND s45SZ NICN SUBMARINE CHASER 34

INSTRUCTED ALL NO TORPEDO BOATS TO GET AWAY FRa.! THE AREA BmAUSE NICN

SUBMARINE CHASER NR 35 WAS GOING TO FIRE CD THE U.S. VESEL; HalEVER, THE N1CIf

stlBMARINE CHASER 35 SUBSEQUINTLY REPORTED THAT IT HAD HALTED THE D3CAPE OF THE

tT.S. V1iBSEL BY Fl:R3m WAF.NII«l SHO'l'S. AT ,45SZ NJCN SUBMARINE CHASER 35 PASSED

A PCSITION REPORT OF 39-26N 128-~2E (APPROXlMA'l.'EU 23 NM FRCH THE NEAREST

LAND MASS IN NORTH KOREA). SHORTLY AFTER StJBMARI1m CHASWR 35 REPORTED TO

mKClUBOI«l mAT SHE HAD HALTED 'mE mcAPE OF T.BE u.s. V1!SSEL, KUKCHIBONG

IETROCTED NKN PATROL BOlT II TO PREPARE FOR AIR CCIGAT. AT 23.45SZ, NKN

CCHIDNICATIOIm DIBCLOOED mAT NO TORPEDO BOATS WERE ORDERED TO DETERMINE

WBE'liIER THE U.S. PERSONNEL WERE TRRCWING ANYTHING INTO mE WA~. LATER AT

~'518Z NKN SUBMARm cfRAri. 3~1"@~mr::f~-O .s~ -PiM01iNEi_ THRCMlOO
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ARTICL!5 OVERBOARD AND DmTROfING ARTICL!S WITS FIRE.

AT ~54~z THE FIRST mm TRACKING lm3SAGB WAS PASSED ON THE usa PUEBLO

PLACIOO HER AT 39-1.8N 128-'51: WHEN TIm :NKN SUBMARINE CHASER AlID THE PATROL

CRAFT WIiRE AT 39-215 1.28-IUI. THE TlACKS ON BOl'H VESSELS MEroED AT AN
9

APPROXIMATE POOITION OF 3'-18N 127..59E AT 9161SZ. ALL NK:N RADAR TRACKIOO

HEPORTS CEASED AT S8fJSZ WITH THE VESSELS treATED AT 39-15N 127-38.

OAT 23r6555Z NKN SUBMARINE CHASER 35 INSTRUCTED NO NKN TORPEDO BQA.TS

TO REPORT THE SUBORDINATION OF THE CAPTURED VESSEL AND TO CONFIRM REPORTS

'mAT '!'BE vmSKL WAS UNARMED. C(H{(JNICA'l'IONS FRCN ONE OF TIlE NORm KOREAlf

TORPEDO BQ\TS STATED THAT THERE WERE 64 PEBSONS ABOARD AND THAT SHE WAS

CcmFISCATING "HIGH PERFORMANCE" AND "SNIPING" WEAPONS.. THE AC'l'UAL NUMBER OF

WHICH WOULD BE REPORTED LATER.

m:'1WEEN 23fJ629Z AND 113fZ NlCN SUBMARINE CHASER 35.. PATROL B~T 11"

TORPEDO BMT 6S4" AND PATROL BOATS 12, 13, AND P008 21 WJmE NorED ACTIVE OFF

'.I!IB :DB COAST OF WO' IiSAN •

AT 231171& NKAF CCMB REF~TED AT LEAST FOUR ATB LI-2 TRANSPORT

AIRCRAFT FLYING P'RC14 T'AlI;H'O'N AIRFIELD TO WO'NSAN' AIRFIELD. AT 23133fL

8IGIl'rr REVEALED 'mE DEPARTURE OF AT LEAST <mE ATB PROBABLE LI-2 FROM WO'NSAN

PBOBABLY ENROOTE TO P'YO'NGYAOO'S MIRD!-NI AIRFIELD. SIGINT DID NC1l' DISCLOOE

A D:tRFX:T RELATIONSHIP OF THIS FLIGHT TO THE CAPTURE OF T.BE USB PUEBLO.

':mE PCSIT!ON STATUS REPORTS PASSED BY MCN SUBMARINE CHASER 35 AND THE
PB

meN TORBIDO B()\']B INVOLVED IN THi INCIDENT ARE AS FOLLGlS:

SUBMARINE CBABER 35

39-flJ1N J.28-llE

39-llN 127-54E

39-15N 228-1cl"

DISTANCE FRQ.I NEARmT me LMD MASS

12.5 NM

8NN

13.5 5M
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23 NM (Pa3ITION IMMEDIATELY
.AF'l'ER P'IRml)

TORl"EDO BQA.TS

'35'Z 39..2161'f 127-4U 6NM

.4t11~ 39..2l.N 127-5311 15 lIM

'525Z 39..191' 121-57E 18 :nM

'538Z 39-23N 121-5SE 13NM

BASBD ON THE TDm CORRELATIOR3 OF T11E POOITIONS REPORTS BRoo PASSED

BY t«N ViSSELS I C<HtUNICA'rIONS :BE'.lWBEN THE NKlf SBIPS AND BADAR STATIOtm I AND

FIlW. TRANSMISSIONS FRCJ4 THE USS PUEBLO ITSELF I TBE US VlSSEL WAS ATBCKED

AND BOARDED S<Mi: ., 23 NM FR<Jt TBI NORTH EOREAlf COAST.
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