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information for the Congressionzl Subcowmittee on the
Puyeblo and EC-121 Incidents

The inclosed material bhas besn prepared in responze
1o the guestions ralsed by the Congressional Subcommittee
on DOD World-Wide Compunications. XRaegretably, we =mre unable
to provide all the infermvation desired on the EC-121 incident;
however, we are availleble to esxist in any way possible
and te provide any additional data available to us which
might he desmed necessary.

ls[ Albert F. Arant

ALBERT A, ARANT
Colonel USAF
Chinf of Tslecompunications . y
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QXD 2 Inels:

1. Bl Hewmorandum, Subject: Response to Queries Regzarding
the EC-121 and USS Pueblo Incidentx, Serial 31/342/70
dated 3 September 1870.

z. [Ef:ffffativa, Subjsct: Ti Respense to Quarics Regarding
Spot Raports and Follow-ups congeraning the EC-121
Incident, dated 4 September 1970,
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\__ .. GuArFeMn (4t CFR) 101118
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
M d B 3)-P.L. &=-36
TO : T14 " DATE: 3 September 1970
' In reply refer to:
FROM : Bl B1/342/70 hff
o BN .
SUBJECT: Response to Queries Regarding the e (B) (3)-5.1. 86-35
EC-121 and USS Pueblo Incidents .-
Copies of the[  |message cited in the first page
of subject questions have been forwarded to you. The
comments below pertain to the USS Pueblo seizure as
addressed in the second page of questions. These comments
are listed below the specific questions being addressed.
Was such a message intercepted? If so, by whom?
. Was USS Pueblo informed of that intercepted message?
;;fx;__dcﬂ_i If so, at what time was USS Pueblo informed?
(b) {3118 USC 79~ . If not, what, if anything, was done with that
LR ISRk 5635 —~—— intercepted message?
1. af |SIGINT report

issued at 230605Z or 15051 (approximately 3 hours after time
of intercept] contained the information quoted as a "message"
by the Washington Star. The description of the ship was
reflected in plaintext voice while.the SO~1 position was
deriﬁed from a position report passed by the North Korean
vessel.\ )

'2. Thé”I:I report constituted the initial product
reporting of North Korean communications related to the Pueblo
seizure. The Pueblo would have received the above report
had shore to ship communications been functioning routinely.

However, the Pueblo had been boarded by 0540Z and had ceased
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communicating at 0532%Z. Therefore, the ?ueblo could not
have received the information in question or any other
subsequent SIGINT reflections of 23 January North Korean
communications. In fact, the ship was at that time being
escorted towa?d W'onsan.

3. The feport in question was, of course, autém%tically
forﬁarded_via established communications channels to the
normal recipiéhﬁS"of[:::]product, including 5 Air Force,

SSO Korea, CINCPAC, CINCPACFLT, COMNAVFORJAPAN, DIA, JCS

and DIRNBA. (See Attachment for complete list)

- - - - - v - - - - - - - — -— —

Fact #224, page 37, Court of Inquiry -
Was the position report the only information in that message
Were any other messages of the North Korean ships inter-
cepted on January 23 prior to seizure of the USS Puebio?
If so, what was the text of those messages?

Was anybody informed of those messages?

4. The position report passed by SC-35 at 230310z was
the only information contained in that particular message.

5. There were other messages passed by North Korean
ships on 23 January prior to the Pueblo seizure at 0540%Z.
These messages consisted of position reports and plaintext
voice conversations reflecting: (1) +the SC-35 approach to

the Pueblo; (2) descriptions of the Pueblo; (3) relay of
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' instructions to the boarding party; (4) firing orders and

(5) description of crew and gear after boarding.

6a The Pueblo was not informed of the above messages

for reasons cited in para 2 above.

7. The infbrmatidn“contained in these messages was

disseminated to normal rééipientsuof- product reporting

on North Korean Navy activity. Since was the only source

of this intercept, the processing and reporting cycle obviously

had to be completed prior to any reporting of subject activity.
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\ Deputy Chief, Bl
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